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Santa Catarina Ixtahuacán
On April 2, 1968, José, an elder from Santa Catarina Ixtahuacán, Solalá, told the history of his municipio. He begins with
the arrival of the first settlers as they migrated from an aldea of Santa Cruz del K’iche’. He explains how the town elders
went to Jerusalem and brought back their patron saint, Catarina de Alejandria. He tells of the war that resulted when a
group from Ixtahuacán formed their own municipio in Nahualá. He then recounts the Spanish conquest of the K’ichees.
Santa Catarina Ixtahuacán
La historia de Santa Catarina Ixtahuacán, Sololá fue narrada en la fecha 2 de Abril, 1968 en Santa Catarina. La historia empieza con la llegada de los primeros habitantes que procedían de Santa Cruz del Quiché. Se habla de la belicosa separación
del municipio de Nahualá de Santa Catarina. La historia termina con el relato de la conquista de los nación k’iche’ por los
españoles.

UNM

LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTE

Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
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